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HARSHAVARDHAIfA IN THE KARNATAK.., 


V 


n /94/I^v I tLV. I'n, S.jr.HthA. ^ 

It has' been well said that Harshavardhaiia 
iiiterfistiiig and reninrkable personage."' Hill the nofelty 
that surruiHids liis person is, I am afraid, more the result of 


{ nhat has'been .said about him than the effect of what he did 
either as a ruler or as a soldier. Wc are not concerned in 
this pa]>er with his activities as a statesman, but we shall s«c 
* Siomethiiig about his achievements as a soldier, especially as, 
one who, according to the belief of some, has been credited 
with the conquests of not only the whole of North India but 
of a part of Sooth India as well, I shall not relate, however, 
his conquests in North India which have been dealt with by 
Dr, K. C- Mu^umdar,- but shall confine myself to hb first 
two expeditious in the east and in the west and incidentally 
to the topic of iiis coronation, to his supposed w:ir-ltku sojourns 
in the south, and to the movements in Western India 
which brought upon himself the mighty wrath of a ruler 
who was perhaps as great as, if not greater than, himself. 
‘ Harsha's expeditions in the east and in the west will be 
' narrated only in so far as they afiect the question of his 
coronation and the greater question of his defeat at the 
hands of the famous Western Cbalukya King, Pulakeii t1. 
I intend to prove in this paper that the date of his defeat was 
in the year ft 12 A.D., and that lie never came into the south, 
nuich less into the Cliola and Karnnlak lands. 
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Bana, the famous court-pout of ilarsha, abruptly ends his 
narroiivc with ibp return of Harsha to the Ganges from the 
Viiidhyas.i Iluien Tsiang or Viinij Chwang, who left China 
in 629 3\,U,,s sit|jjiieiiieiUs the' description of Bana to a Tiirgc 
extunl, tspecially in the matter of llje eastern and wcsterii 
caiiipaigiis. Tlierc is uo lioiibt iluit Hiiieri Tsiang 

vrslted Harsbii, the latier was already established beyond 
dispute in Nonli India. Harsha was tlie master of the Vive 
Indies, and when in t)4-f or thereabouts he held Ids last great 
Biiddhiat ConadJ, Ihu kings of twenty countries waited upon 
1IIU-’ III his speech to the Chinese pilgrim on that memn- 
raltle occasion, as recorded in the U/e of Hum, TViVfog hy 
Min Li. we read—"! propose, therefore, to call a grand 
iissenihly in the town of Kanyiiktihja and command tile 
Sranians and Brahnuins and heretics ol the Five Indies to 
attend, in order to e.xhii)Li the retinements of the Great 
Vehicle, and demolish ilieir abusive mind, to make manifest 
I le exceeding merit of the Master, imd overthrow their 
proud thought of self,*'* W’ha t is found in the Li/c o/ Hnk» 
Tjiraag, I venture to say, may not lie fuHv relied upon, 
Since the inirralive of the life of the great Chinese pilgrim was 
written some years after his death by one of his great disciples, 

1 admit that Hhionan Hiii Li corroborates what Huien Tsiang 
sitys in pirattically the whole of the narrative, liut it mav be 
permissible to think whether or not the deep attachment 
vvhich this disciple had fur his master might not have clouded 
his writing the story of his master’s life. The deartli of 
inscriptions of Marsha is, finally, another diiliciiltv in ilm 
study of that nititiart^]^ reiga. 
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Harshavardhana'fi kingdom may be approximately defined 
ns con^tiating of ihe Untied Fronnees o( Agra and OLjdfi, 
together with Bihar and a portion of the East Patijab, with 
the cxc in Sion of rt smidJ strip of territory in the north-wesi 
corresponding to Htiten Tsiang^s Mo^^ti^pii-lo.^^* This 
moderate estimate of Marshals Empiret which is tn cotiformit v 
with ail contemporary evideiiGei is not accepted hy those who 
imagine Hfirsha to have conquered almost the whole of North 
India*- and ^s|>ecia]ly by ihose who, of Inte^ hnve brought 
forward a theory whkh^ while claiming for Harsha ail the 
splendour of a world-conqueror^ also attributes to him the 
conquest of South India. These say that his influence might 
liave extended even as Liras the Shimoga DistricHn Mysore.^ \ 
In fact, it a|>pears from a perusal of the reasons put forth by 
the exponents of the idea of Harshavardhiina’s soul hern 
conquests that that monarch was acting the r6le of a 
Samudragiipta, 

It must he admitted, however, that Harsha lias solid 
claims to be called a great conqueror. As has been said 
alrexidy, l lnien Tsiang informs ns that Harsba cotiqucred the 
Five Indiesp aUhongh in the opinion of ]>r* ^fn^umdar neither 
Unna nor Mliumi Tsiang can be fully retied upon in this 
particLilnr instance. “ Qn gencniil grounds there is no greater 
reason to look upon these statements of Hnien Tsiang as 
literally true or even more reltable tiian the ponqjoiis p|irases 
of BEioa. Besides, the absurdity of the claim that Harsha- 
vaidlinna brought the Five Indies under Eillcginuce may he 
cgnvincin|Iy demonstrated, for it is nnanimnusly held that the 
vviiolc of Indhi niaiupa^ 
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life it is said tKat he made himself master of India* He 
was soon able to avenge the injuries received by his brother, 
and lo make himself master ol India. His renown was 
spread abroad everywhere, and all his subjects reverenced his 
virtues. The empire having gained rest, then the people were 
at peace. On this he put an end to war-hke expeditions and 
began to store up in the mag^^ieines the lances and swords. 

He gave himself up to religious duties-..^.Every fifth year 

he convaked a grand assembly of deliverance IMaliamoksha- 
parishad) and distributed the stores of his treasures in 
charily 

Before I deal with the supposed notion of Harsim’s 
Dig-Vijaya or w^orld-conquest, a few w'ords wdll be said about 
his early expeditions which put him, as his chroniclers have 
pictured him, on a war-footing. He rei^eived military 
training in the northern wars which his elder hrothcr conducted 
against the Hunas.- It was the news of his brother's death at 
the hands of the treacherous Gowda King which set the 
w^arlikc impulse in Harsha working to the highest pitch- 
Both Bxana and Huieri Tsiang agree on this point. The 
former teUs us that Harsha took a great vow on the advice of 
Simhanada, to clear the land of the Gowdas in a limited 
number of days.^ This w'ar w'hich Har&ha undertook against 
the Gowda King ta avenge the death of his brother may be 
termed the first expedition of Harsha. "The sLarting 
place was fixed at a large temple built of reeds not far from 
the city and close to the Sarasvatl,”* One of the very first 
ha.iW^^g^ ^ai^S£ :i^* ^idb. H arstub met with was the desire of 
the h eir-a ipa, BhLiskaravarma^ for 

friendship ^iili If.^rgBag the eiu^ov from Assam, 

HiMsLigadiij utid A^quI iheTrogrem of the royal arniy agairist 
Gowdii^ U^n m VEir-^ eloquent*® Harsha thenceforth 

- - - --— -- -r— -^- 

' p. SJ- <V ' Prsy3ularlLkn Erf. r 

InirnuJ- xxxit tr ‘-%T7rv|aji uay, O.C., /. /5f (>. V'ol. 770- 

- Uaia. p 132 . \ 

- UiJta, p.c, pp. ncfil< /.jX Tmi^g, aC, p. U. 
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adviinced hy ceaseless marches against the foeJ'^ Hut grave 
news suddenly 5;tD[)pcd tSie progress of tlie army. I5hai)cjtp 
%vliD had been away to Malsva, arrived whli the painful nesvs 
of Kajynsri^?? coTifmement in the Vindh_^Tis. Hearing this 
Harsha placed Bhandi in command sav ing—“ Where she 
has gonCp I myself abajsdoning ii!l other calls, will go. \ our 
honour also must take the army and advance against the 
Gowda/"' Thus the first expedition was broken up into 
two cnm| 5 alg[ 3 S"^one which was led by Bhaiidl against the 
King of Gowda, ^ainnka, and the other led by Harsha hi mself 
to rescue Rajt a^ri,* 

Xou'p where was the place where the Princess had lakeii 
refuge ? After inspecting the booty which Bhandi had brought 
from Miihva,* Hurstm on the next day ** set out with the horse 
in search of Ins sister, and in a comparatively few^ days 
reached the Vindhya forest referred to/"^ So it must be noted 
that it did not take a very long time for Hajsha to reach the 
Vindhya forest. Roaming hither and thither for many days 
he at last fell iii with a forest chief, who led him to a great 
sage, and with their aid he was able to rescue his sister ns 
she was on the point of committing suicide.^ Where did 
Harslm go to after the happy termination of his V-indhyaii 
expedition? He went back to his capital which was not 
far From the place where Riijyalri had .taken shelter* This 
13 evident from the account of Harsha's return ns given 
by Bana, “ Plexsed at the way in ^vlhch the other so 
ivarmly accepted his friendshiji| the king after staying there 
that night, the next morning dismissed Nirghatap well satis¬ 
fied with gifts of garments and ornaments, took his sister 
with the holv man and went back in a few marcbes to his 
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cnmp could refer to no other place except his capital can 
he inferred from the location of Kanyakubja as given by 
Hnien Tstang, ** The capiisal which had the Ganges on 
its west side^ was al>ooE twenty li in length by four or five 
li in breadth."^ 

The following conclusions may l>e gathered froin the 
above:—1. That the campaigri in tlie Vindhyan torests did 
not last for a long time : Harsha reached the Vindliyas iu a 
few daysi roamed in the forest for some days, and in a few 
davEi^ march reached his camp stationed on the Ganges, This 
camp is to be identified with the main part of the army kept 
ready in the capitEil itself. 

2 . No other campaign could have been undertaken by 
Harsha during the short time which he took to niarch to the 
Gowda land, turning swiftly to the \^indhyas to rescue his 
sister. Any assumption, therefore^ on our part lliat Harsha 
undertook to wage war against, say. the Muhva king, or that 
he came into confliett as for example, wiili Piilakesi lit at 
this juncture, would be a statement wdiich could not have the 
support cjf either the learned court-poet or of the shrewd 
forGign traveller. BanEi^s narralive^as f liave already remark¬ 
ed, ends with the Story of the rescue of Rajyasri, and of Ehe 
return of Hargba to the Ganges,- The hrst expedition, 
thert:fi>re, originally led by Harslia himself was broken up 
into the Gowdii campaign under lihanflEn utid the western 
campaign in the ^-^indhyas under Harsha himself^ The latter 
terminalei.i siiccessFully within a few days ; ll» former directed 
against a powerful foe dragged on, we conjecture, over a 
greater period, and iiecessttated the appearance of Harsha 
again in the easlcrn theatre. 



^ Jierojti-ars:- 

b* ulil?^it|j^th% ^^^plarmtion of a4i .r 
vliitrb l-l vpriltn hn- (ik^n tiiclear 
il Sljl 

I great fn the? V iultu □ir'f^riiTU. 

jy Wallers, FWm J., 

'5. - . j>, 250* 
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promise* that of assuming the red robes on the fulfilling of 
liis vow against the Gowda king. “ . + . - but I alriO ttiatle a 
Vow in the presence of all the world, why 1 bound mjself uj 
obey my right arm which was uplifted to destroy the insolent 
enemies w^ho had slain ray brother; and unable to endure the 
insult offeredp I surrendered my whole soul to righteous 
vengeance^ ^ * Prom this day' fof th^ while I discharge my 

vow^ I desire that she should remain at my side and be com¬ 
forted with vour righteous discoursCi afid your jjiassionate 
instruction which produces salutary knowledgep and your 
advice which calms the disposition, smd vonr iSuddhfcSt 
doctrines which drive iuva}’ worldly |?assion5. And in the 
endt when I ba%^e accomplTslied my design, she and 1 will 
assume t!ie red garments tr^gether^ Mhat will not the 
magnanimous gran! to a supphanL"'* 

War svith the Gowda king had, therefore, to be renewed. 
Rnt if Hariiha w^as pre-occupied wnth the campaigns in the 
east and in tlie V^indhyas, wdien was he croivned king ? I>jd 
he undertake the first expedition before he was crowned king 
or after ? Did he possess the status of Maliaraja, and of the 
Lord of the Northern Way before he reached the \ indfiyas ? 


Tlieae questions will now be examined^ 

In the matter of Harsha^s coronalian, we lire to follow 
the narrative of Rana rather than that of Pfuien Tsiaiig for 
the simple reason that the former being the court-poet was 
an eye-w itness to the proceedings nt tlie cuiirt ^ wKiIe the 
Chinese pilgrim came to Harsha's court only' towards the end 
of that monarch's^cign, and therefore^ could only have wTUteii 
from sources which were perhaps in some sense secondary. 
This does not preclnde us, however, from accepting the 
r^ts of Harsha, especially about the 
It ntdffiu ^h h4^ subdiiing . 

It’from '* Harsbaoharita lUat 
dg before 1set ;tLit gij .his,i;abt* rn 
that thb^^^t event took place 
ittdt'-in^ducf of 










& 

his brother^ Bhaiiijii^ Wiis not in the capital when it was 
celebrated. Wa know tlniL Rajyavardhana left Harsha behind 
|him, and that he him^eli with a Small ar.ny went to punish 
tlie Maivva kitiyj Before Rajyaviirdbatia set out on his 
western catnpaign, he thoiif^iu of transferring the sovereigmy 
of the land to his younger brother^ since he himself, being 
grievously afflicted with the news of his father's deaths 
wanted to assume the robes of a sanyasL ** I desire, there' 
fort\ in a hermitiige to purge, with the pure waters of 
j?ellucid s^treams that run from mountain tops, tliis fond 
dehknient which clings to rity mind as to u garment. There¬ 
fore do you receive from my hands the cares of sovereignty^ 
a gift not high esteemed Jndeed xiud reft of the joy of 
youtht like old age^ which Puru welcomed at bis father's 
will."'® Rajyaverdhana's ansiely to crown his brother can 
only be understoed when we remember that Ksinyakubja was 
at that tirne surrounded by hostile kiiigs^ as wull be evident 
from the undertaking of Harsha himself; and Kajyavardhana 
must certainly have thought it a hazardous undertaking to 
leave f^hind him a statu without a nilert when he himself 
witli the pick of hts army was away to avenge the wrong 
done to the royai house of Pushpabhiitt. The de^iire to lead 
a life of an ascecict therefore, was suddenly changed into 
tlie detetminiition of a conqueror when Rajyavardhana 
hearing the Sad plight of his sister Rajj asrit seized the sword 
w’hich lie had thrown away, and vowed to uproot the kingdom 
of ^Jahva.^ ** Let all kings and elephants :^tay with yon, " 
RajyaitirdhLilia said to liarsha,'^ Aise we to assume that 
Bhupdi ‘^vas left behind ? The answ'er fs to be found in the 
concluding speech-of Hujyavardhana—Let ah kings and 
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place afterwards, U is evident, that lihaiKji, because be was 
ati mtimate compani<jn of Ksijy^vardliana,^ and more becaujie 
of his beinj^' the com mand e r-in-chief. perhaps, of Kajya-, 
vardhana^s arm)^ accompanied his miister to Malwa-^ But 
Hkjien Tsiang miibAS U5 believe that Bhaip^i was in the capital 
when the coroiiaLion of Harsha took place. .'\Fter writing 
about the ireachernns conference called by the Gowda king, 
Hiiien Tsiang cantinnes—“ The people having lost their ruler, 
the country became desolate. Tfien tfic great minister Poni 
(Bhainidi)r whose jKi^ver and reptitalion were high and of rmich 
weightp” addressed the assembled on the necessity of their 
crowning Harshiu^ This would mean that Bhaniji was 
present at the capiial when Harsha wa.s crowned. The state¬ 
ment of Hnien Tsiang might be interpreted to mean that 
i^haiidi returned soon after the ^faUva war to be in the capital 
when the great event was celebrated. But there arc a few 
coiisidemtions against the supposition of Bhiiijdi ever having 
been in the capital. In the matter of the coronation, as has 
been said already, Baiu^is more reliable than Huien Tsiang. 
Thu poet, who knows Bhandi very welli having already 
intrudticed him as the play-male brought in by the brother of 
Queen Yasovatip* does not speak of Bhaiiiii but speaks of 
niiothur commander, Sinihanada. [t is reasonable to believe 
that Simhiiimda, who was ** a friend of his (tiarsha's) father 
also,’'^ who was a soldier ** foremost In every tight and a 
mail who was far advanced in years," might have Ijueii more 
instrumental in celebrating the coronation of Harsha than 
Bhaijdi who, though lit had been brought up as a playmate 
of liotli Ksijyuvard liana and Harsh a himself, might have 
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tliai the sUtement in Huien Tsiang tan be understood to 
mean lhat Bliaiidi returned to Ma!wa to tie ready for ihe 
tDroiiation, we have io remember that KajyavrirJhana*,^ return 
from his northern citmpaTj^n against tisc Hunas, the death of 
[ii^ fatlier, and the sudden death nf GrahavarmaT followed 
each other in cjuick success!on» and that the campaign against 
MaUva was brought lo a speedy LermioaLiDti after a short 
struggle. There seems to have been but little iiitcrval between 
the end of Kajyavardhaiurs expedition against Malwa and his 
prepariitions for a campaign against GowdiiK It is extremely 
doubtful if Bhandh who met Harsba when the latter had 
already begun his eastern inarch^ was ever in the capital when 
Harsha was crowned king. 


The news of liis brother's death at the hands of the cruel 
Sa^iika compelled Harsha^ 1 may be permitted to repeat» 
to take up arms, Froin the Harshacharita as 1 have just 
noiv saidp we arc to presume that Harsha was already crown^ 
cd king on the deitth of his brother. The State hemmed in 
as it was on all sides with relentless foes^ was without a ruler. 
In his proclaxnalLon to the people^ Harsha tells us that he 
was indeed a great kicig. " Let all kings prepare their hands 
lu give tribute or grasp swords to sei^e the realms of spare or 
dhowTieSt let them bend their heads or their hows, grace their 
ears with either my comtnacids or tlieir bow strings, crown 
their heads with the dust or with helmets, Join suppliant 
hands or troops of elepbaiits, let go their hands or their 
iirrfjws* grace nmcc-staie"S or lance-slaves^ take a good view 
of themselves hi the nulls of my feet or the mirror of their 
swords. 1 am gone Like a 
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interpteted^is favourable mdicationsof hi^ successful conquests. 
He desired to stEimp the earth '.vUh the single seul of his sole 
command. day he spent in the same plsice, and when 

night arrivedt complirnented all the kings and retired to rest. 
Here it might be pointed out that those kings vrere the 
feudatories of his brother, and thnt the name of kings" 
might not signify anything of importance, fn the “ Harshn* 
charita however* there is anotlier proof of Harsha having 
been cro^vned^ The jioet iiitroduces to us a cautious charaC' 
ter in the shape of Skandngtipta, v\ho enumerated to the 
king numerous examples of monarchs who had met with 
their death at the hands of secret enemies.^ Then the 
poet says that His ^ta]fisty Harsha after the withdrawaf off 
Skandagnpta “complied with all the forms of royalty.''® 
This phrase might or might not be interpreted to mean that 
Harsha too\i upon himself the diilies and Insignia of a 
monarch* Rut Uann makes it quite clear that ffarsha w.^s 
accompanied Iw many kings in his campaign against Gaudn : 
and we are to ns.^ume that Harsha could onl}' have had a 
large rn}'al retinue after his coronation and not whet^ he was 
a prince. “Then ns the company of kings bowedp ^ikith 
licxhos diitilully bent dinvn, hearts thrilling with fear, heads 
nil agJeam with the light of golden diadems whose gems were 
loosened by their motions^ and crests emitting dust from 
tossing How'dR, the rays of their b!a;?ing crest jew'els+ waving 
downwardSt aslant and upwards, seemed like Hocks of jays 
engaged iu prodiicing jair omens.''* 

Helittirtg the royal dignity of his master, Bana akvays 
^ him Li^-iwkjgigiJ!liiiJiojvevei\iTmy be e.vplained 
Un^ tKi li:ui i 

Ui hi> 4r*yfd . 

Adiniif^rtg^^ n^:vertfeUss^ ihi^ w'^^rUB ite |(art of Bnna, 
npe l ? tb it Harshini^ PTW^ 

kinr hi> isrfii i5Snp.aigii! 
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Gaiidn. In the light of all this* it is diffictilt to helievs that 
Har^ha conjointly with his sister^t Xbis sug^dstion, 

it muf^i be remembcrei], comes not from Knidri Tsiangp hut 
from Fang-Chih. Further^ Harsha^s sister was away in 
Mahva just about the time Harsh a set out on hfs cam[aaig’n 
against Gauda^ Where Kujyavardhana thought of going to 
the ivii^t to punish tlie Malw-a king, he did not thinks we 
may be sure^ of bestoiving on Hats ha a divided sovereigalVt 
which, shrewd as he was, he knew Eo be incompatible with 
the precarious condition of his princi|>a|itv^ As lo how^ 
Fang-Chih came across this piece of new's remains yet to 
be proved* It can only be reconciled by saying that Harsha 
did not rule over the territory over wlikh Grahavurms ruled 
and that even after becoming the Lord of all the Northern 
he ruled over it in the name of his sister. 

Now the question arises—did Hatsha also assume 
imperial titles before going to the Gituda-dcia ? According 
to the story of the image of Bodhisatva, he was almost 
commanded by it not to iissume the title of Maharaja. 
‘^Ascend not the lion-throne,"* it concluded, *\'ind call not 
yourself Maharojai'*- Even supposing that this story of the 
Hodhisatva image can be attributed to a mnn who saw the 
monarch long after, when Ehe latter was deep under the 
influence of Huddhism^whlcht bow^ever^ Harsha felt for the 
time creeping over him while he was in the Vindhya 
forest in the presence of the great sage, Diiikiitamitra, 
and not while the fever fif w'ar was on him" w'huri he vvas 
marching rigaiiist Gauiia—there ure certain consideratio ns 
which that tlar^ha 

;«iI 3 - iLil Br^t yeur oI hi> I’xpr. jJ i i ion 
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w?is htifided over to HarshB, add therefore* Harsha would never 
have pretCRided In imperial titles* rnrtlser, we have 

the hizl that ihere were kings outside his territory' who had 
reftised to acknowledge him as their over-lord ; and it \vas 
precisely lo siubdue these that he spent the first ^ix years of 
his reign in warfare. It cannot he believed that he ever look 
upon himself imperial titles before he had subdued all those 


u ho were hostile to him* 

Thi,^ brings us to the topic of llarsha as a conqueror of 
the four quarters of the world—a question with which is 
counecied the subject of his southern conquests, and o( his 
defeat at the hands of the great western Chalukya king, 
Pukkesi II - The theory dt Marsha's southern conquests 

can be understood only in the light of his ‘Mvorid-conquest 
Hence I shall deal with Harsha's Dig-V’^ijaya first and then, 
shall come to the topic of Harsha's supposed sojonrn in 
the south* 

Dr* Mu^utiidar has well endeavoured to argue that Harsha 
ciiti In no sense be called master of even the whole of North 
IndiaJ To a large e?ctent this is true but it would t>e ivortli 
while to see whether or not Harsha had any idea of setting 
forth on a " Dig-^'ijaya in his mind on his accession to the 
throne* Opinion is divided among the translators of Hnien 
Tsiang as to the warlike intenttqns of Harsha, Hiiicn 
Tsrang^ according to Beal, describes Harsha as conquering 
the Five Indies in the first years of his reign^ and then 
.^ending the remaining thirty years also in continual warfare. 

Ailer 

the'^iSaaisttfe vf arft?!P(c%aiTip?<5[ij qr yt 
ofe^htiiig^. Tilley ^ad i h.* U of 5d00 vlephairt;^, x hndy ot 
2.00C rav dry* and S lOtOnO^pC^p^yierri. n ut from 
t.-» w-est subduing al who obetiwnl'J th ebiphiiTUS" 

were ntA imhnrne^^*Ai, nor thc^^old Ws tinhelfed (Hnhdrnett'd}*^^ 
ATfer filar subdiujd the Fiv*^ fndies. Him ^14 thus 


enbiTged iii^territ 




• S[1l3?7lildE17« 



in^Tfi-ased hi^s iorexs: lie had 












wflr-eJephants, and 100,000 cavalrj*. After thirty years his 
arms repased, and he governed everywhere in peace. 
Against this Watters raises a rno.st reasonable objection in the 
following terras, and does not agree with the interpretation of 
flarshri s Spending the nefst thirty years of hts reign in con¬ 
tinual warfare. “ Our pilgrim has eitpressly stated that the 
king conquests were completed within sk years, and it is 
te.sl iiiid context to make him repi'esent tile king 
fighting cominualiy for thirLy or thirty-six years/'- , We 
shall see from coiitemponiry evidence that WsULers is iuqt^j 
correct than Bealp l^or the present ue shall note onlv two 
poinU 

hirst, that Har^ha was on the war-path immediately 
after hh accession ; 


Second* that lus wars in Northern India kept him en¬ 
gaged for six j'ears. 

Bana is more explicit as regards Har.-iha's on a 

DlgA'ijayaMurcovefi e%^en in the drama attributed to 


Marsha hinrii^clF^ we have evidence to prov^e that that monarch 
had iinjaerialistic designs in hh ir^nj. Here we may lind 
the tnuh of Hnicn Tsiang's remark ttut Hirstia went a-con- 
quering the Five Indies during the first six years of Ins reign. 
Coiinseilors were not wanting, 1 suppose, in the court of 


Harsha to telE him about the clas-^ical examples of monarchs 
who had gotte on a conquest of the four quarters of the worlJ+ 
The memory ot 5.imudoi-G[ipta still li%*ed in the minds of 
mosiarchs. Th^ existence of too many stiites, writes Dr. 
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afhiyp^ Hana does not, eJtcept for a poetic description of tlie 
CJ^ip.-.give any estimate of Hiirsha's army before ht started 

qa his sappostzd ^vorld-conciuesU- We shall enumerate all the 
evidence for the world-conf|iiest of Harsh a as given iu the 
Harshacharita and in the play Lotn|jqsed liy Harsha 
himsclL 

(1) Rajyavardhuna consoles Hiirsha when the latter 
t>ersiBted ui his prayers to accompaiiy him on his chastising 
cam|5^rgn against Malwa. thus— 

" ^foreover^ for the* pro au nee of your |irovvess vou liitAe 
already the earth wilh per amulet wreath of eighteuEi conn- 
tries..*.For h world-conquest you, like Ma-Eidhiitri, 
shaU grasp, in the shape of yonr how wnth its curving frame 
adbrnnd with bright gold^ a comet portending the world's 
I end of all earthly kings."^ 

(2) On hearing the new^s of the death of Rajyavardhana 
at the fitinds of the treacherous Salinka, the great war-lord 
Simhatkida says^ 

'* T!iinfc riot, thurefore, of the Gaiida king alonet so deal 
that far the fulure no other follow his example. Wave the 
chowries of those m^ok curiqnerors. those would-be lovers of 
the whole earth, hy the sighs of the matrons in their harems. 

.that the king has assuEned his godhead and 

Rijyavardhana hris lost hb life by the sting of the vSk Gouda 
serpent, yon are, in tlio cataclysm which Iieis come Iej pass* 
the only (Jesha left to support the earth/'^ 

(i) When this lion of war, Simlnmada, had dnished 

am ation to all the 

* A-^ fir thd^^nent li ^h jiho6e "fiummft the OaiT^ 
dlmFir"? pairs abindm'w hen • th^ hn^^tlr? of the 

shn chjijjpt wbeeb -ii*. hir as monutaiii in Lanka, 

. whL-r^ ilk ^kint^id Ka^ ikra^lauou i»f t'evlcjo 

^r iven Ly ish thi: capital Trikotii -^^f^ 
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ts V, ihe Inave lAiit a cffij t.^ Persia is jsnTv a npan. TTif 

Cv.krt T aJm but a Mubu,. ife-k:^,, ....Tj.,«L)vkkiar'..,itiiiJ,'. 
nn :iV !of ^ ^ 


as the western mount, the hollows of whoso caves rcsoi/nd 
wuh the tinkling anklets of Vanma's intoxicated s^triopin" 
misires^-^aa far as Gandhamadami, whose cave dweiitngi 
a^ perfumed with fntgran! sulphur used as scent by. ihg- 
\aksha matrons, fet all kings prepare their hands to 'give 
tnbtitc Or gfiisp swords. 

(4) The poet himself while describing Harsba, after the 
latter had listened to the counsel of tiie iiilelligent com¬ 
mander of elephants, Skandagiipta, says— 

His Majesty narshii complied with all the forms of 
royalty. But while he. according to his vow. was commenc¬ 
ing his march fur a world-conquest, in the abodes of 
the doomed neighbouring kings, manifold portents spread- 
abr^d.’- Then again while speaking abont the eK|>edition 
again^l Gauda^ Biina s^y$ — ^ 

" Some days having passed, on a dav witli Giro calcu 
lated and approved by a troop of astronomers n»i|th,^rivs 
hundreds, was fixed an hour of marching suitable Jor tlie* 
subjugation of all the four quarters. '-3 

(5) Harsha while on the march eastwards, meets with n 
Village notary, and interpreting the evil omens as good signs, 
says—“ The omen signifies that the earth shuli he stamped 
with the single seal of my sole command.'** 

(6) Even the princes who accompanied the king could 
not help talking loudly about the wo rid-conquest of llarsha 
When he arrived at the encampment, he heard tliS princes 
giving vent to their zeal in the fullowiiig manner—" It was 
the famous Mandhatri who opened the way to warld-ctmniiesL 

lime . t .tr ,,Gic« .T .....^heJUitf»fth- 
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HARSHAVARDHANA IN THE KARNATAK. 

By B. a. SALET0I4E, Esq.i M.A* 
{Cofitinucd.) 


These ideas of a Dig-V'ijaya are reflected in the ^*Ratnlvali'"* 
a drama writteo by Har^ha. 

(i) In the reply given by Vasubhilti* the ambassador of 
the king of SiihhaJa, to King Vatsa the king oi Kausambhi, 
it is evident that the ktter desired to many' Ratimvali in 
order that he might become the emperor of the world. 

In consequence of the prophecy of the seer, that 
whoever should wed Ratnavali, my master's daughter^ should 
become the emperor of the world, your Majesty’s minister, 
as you are aware, solicited her for yourhride.”^ 

(li) From the speech of Yaugandbarayam the same idea 
can be gathered, 

" Please, Your Majesty, to he seated, and I will tell you. 
!t was formerly announced to us by a holy seer that the 
husband of the princess of Sirnbala should become the emperor 
of the world ; we+ thereforCt earnestly applied to her father to 
give her hand to our sovereign; but unwilling lo be the cause 
of uneasiness to the queen, the monarch of StthhaU declined 
compliance with our requesti*..* ** ^ 

(ill) The concluding portion of the king’s speech bears 
witness to the same idea. 

** What more is necessary? Vikramabahu is my kinsman. 
Sigarika, the essence of the world, the source of universal 
victory, is mine ; and Vasavadatta rejoices to obtain a sister. 
The Kosalas are subdued : what other object does the world 
present for which I could entertain a wish ? . . , . 


When couple what Bana has said together with the 
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with the fact of Haraha’s heing called the Lord of all the 
Northern Way (Uttaripatha) even in the Inscriptions of 
Southern India, we may give credit to the belief that Harsha 
did entertain, at the beginning, imperialistic designs, and that 
he did spend a part of his reign in extensive conquests in 
northern, eastern, and western India. But here, however, 
our supposition ends. 

Before I give some reasons for rejecting the idea of a 
Dig-Vija 3 * *a by Harsha, and consequently of the idea of his 
having ever come to the south, it would be better if we 
understand the position taken bv’ those who belief's in 
the southern campaigns of Harsha,' 

The following may he given as the reasons for saying 
that HarJha came as far as Mysore :— 

1. The internal evidence in the '* Harshaebarita 

2 . The fact of Harsha being called " Lord of all the 
Northern ’Way”. 

3. The existence of a couplet in Sanskrit supposed to 
have been written by a man called MayDra, supposed to have 
been the fatber*in*law of Dana,- In this couplet it is said 
that Harsha conquered the Chola, Dravida, and Karnataka 
countries. 

4. And finally, the discovery of a Viragal in the Shimoga 
District of Mysore, in which it is stated that Siladitj'a's 
general fell fighting against a Bedar king, causing, though, 
the flight of Mahendra.^ 

L At the very outset it may be noted that in the “Harsha- 
charita” we have a hint as to the line of action which 
Harsha intended to take after fulfilliug bis vow. The ashram 
of the great sage Divakaramitra cast a spell on the king, who 
after the completion of his vow, as we have already seen, 
inteuded to take to the red robes much in the same way as his 
sister promised to do then and there in the presence of the 

» S, SrilAfiiA Sulri. p* 

* Kibiuginjiin Kay# 0-C., p. 7 $ 

^ amiji pt SS'-- 
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great ascetic.^ This may explain why “ every fifth year he con¬ 
voke* *! a great assembly of deliverance (Mahi-moksha-parisbadJ 
and distributed the stores of bis treasuries in charity.”^ 

As against this it may fie argued that the same objection 
which was put forth in the case of Hiiien Tsiang, vi^., that 
the information might have been based more on hearsay 
rather than on personal observation, might also be raised 
against the writer of the “ Life ol Huien Tsiang who compiled 
this ** Life’* many years perhaps alter Harsha’s death. But as I 
shall have an occasion to say, Huien Tsiang himself bears 
witness to the great “ Mahii-moksha -parishad '% and in this 
instance, there cannot be a doubt as to the sixth quinquennial 
assembly held towards the end of Harsha s reign,® 

2. Admitting all objections against the writer of the “Life,” 
let 119 take Huien Tsiang’s testimony. Huien Tsiang visited 
Harsha towards the end of his reign. He mentions various 
parts of India, and when be comes to Maharashtra he speaks 
of the unsuccessful attempt made by Harsha to subjugate 
Pulakesi, the great western Chalukya king.* The Chinese 
pilgrim describes Andhra,® Dhanakataka, Chola, Drovida, 
Kanchi, Malakuta, Malaya, Mount Potalaka, Koukanapura, 
Siriihala, and then Maharashtra over which ruled Pukkesi II. 
If the memory of Harslia’s invasiDii of the south was as 
green in the minds of the people of the Dravida land proper, 
as it was in Maharashtra, Huien Tsiang would not have failed 
to remark about Harsha’s advent into the south. If Huien 
Tsiang could have noted a defeat which took place, as I shall 
presently endeavour to prove, nearly thirty years before the 
date of his visit to the court of Harsha, he could as well have 
noted the news of the southern conquests of Harsha about 
the same time. An objection might be raised against this 
—-that Huien Tsiang never personally visited the Chola and 


1 liana. 0.a. PP-257 W. 

» Heal, Lift Tsinitg. p, B3 

* Max Mailer, tndiaH Anfi^nar^.XlI, p. 232. 

* lieal, O.C,, II. pp. 256.57, 

* mj.. pp. 217*53. 
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Dravida lands, and therefore, could never have known about an 
event v\hich did not shed honour on the braverv of the 
southern people. In the Chola and Dravida lands people were 
silent because of the victories of Harsha, and so Huien Tsiang 
could not have known about them; while tn the Maharashtra 
the people were glad because of the defeat suffered by Harsha, 
which they remembered not j>nly in their own generation but 
for hundreds of 3 ‘ears to come. This sounds plausible 
enough. Hut on a closer examination we shall see that the 
people of the Cbola, Diavida and Karnataka lands, especially 
near-aboiits Shimoga, did not know an^'thing about Harsha 
because be never came to the south. 

The entire supposition of Harsha’s southern conquests 
rests on a clear understanding of his relation with Pulakesin 11 . 
Dr. Mimirndar writes:— 

It seems, therefore, very probable that in his attempt to 
chastise the king of Malwa, Harshavardhana found himself 
confronted by a hostile confederacj’’ of powers in and round 
Gujerat peninsula. Harsha probably scored some successes 
at first, for, asi referred to above, the king of Vallabht had to 
seek the protection of theGurjara king of Broach against him. 
But the confederacy soon gained the alliance of the great 
Chalukyan king Piilakesi 11 and Harsha’s discomfiture was com- 
plete^i Dr. Mookerjee is of the same opinion. “ Probably this 
conflict was brought about only by the aggression of Harsha, 
who after vanquishing Dhruvasena II, king of Vallabhi, felt 
tempted to extend his conquests still further and try conclu- 
sions with Pulakesin II, whose dominions he had to invade in 
the course of his conquests running smooth and uninterrupted 
so long. * * Mr. Niharanjan Kay is uncertain as to when 
Harsha came to the south—whether before or after his 
defeat at the hands of Pulakesi. “It is difficult to ascertain 
whether this advance of Harsha Into the interior of the south 
was made before his defeat by Pulakesi or after. It might 
be that Harsha, like Samudragupta, entered the south first 


^ Maxumdar, pu ^17, 

* Mcokerjift, Cl.r., p, 



5 


by the ea.«tern gate, and elated with success in his raid in 
eastern Deccan, tried to repeat the sBme in the west, W'here 
he met with an ignominious and disastrous defeat; or the 
order was quite the reverse, that is, being first defeated 
Pulakesi II, he tried his luck in the east, and met with 
success-”* * 

3. To have some idea of Harslia's advent into the south, 
let us examine the third argument brought forward by the 
exponents of the theory of Harsha’s southern conquests—the 
couplet attributed to Mayura. It runs thus: — 

lihiipCilah Sastbhaskarvnvayabhttvah benam nasaditdh | 

Hhartaram pwiar ebamiva hi bhuva^tivafif dtvti manybt 

make I 

VciiffAgfffir patitnrsya KantaiainittlmbrSfya vyudasyd 

ystam I 

Cofirm prdpya ca madhyadtsamadbuitit fiTrtiicyqrHi karak 

Palhak"- 

At the very' outset it may be noted that the fact of 
Mayura being the father-in-law of Dana is questioned by 
Mr. Saslri himself. It would have been better If more 
tangible evidence were given about the identity o/ Mayura, 
and about the exact source from where this couplet ivas taken. 
Dut a reason which prompts me to reject this couplet, even 
granting that all that has been said about Mayilra to be correct, 
is the relationship of MayOra with Bnna- There is nothing ' 
strange in a father-in-law making public the fact of bis 
son-in-law holding a very high post, like the one which Bana 
held at the court of Harsha. If this be granted, we may 
easily understand why MayQra was so loud in his praise of 
Harsha—the greater was the fame of Harsha as the conqueror 
of the whole world, the greater \vonld be the name of Bana 
as the court poet of a renowned royal patron. The evidence of 
the couplet may be rejected on the ground that it was written 
by an uncertain author, more with the jdea of making bis 
son-in 4a W'loom large in public estimation than with the idea of 


* N. Rut, 0.C„ 799, 

* Sastri, O.C. 
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commemorating the victories of a monarch under whose bene¬ 
volence the talented poet lived, dt 'can only be regarded, 
therefore, as “ praise ?n the conventional exaggerated style of a 
poet given to punning and without any reference to historical 
accuracy.* *’* 

4. We shall now have to examine the last point upon 
which the supposition that Harsha came to the south is based* 
The Vifitgal, as it appears in the Mysore Aroftreohgtcal Report 
for 1923, is as follows-:— 

'• While Siladit^'a, the light ot the quarters, the mo&t 
powerful, and a thorn in the way of the bmveat, ascended the 
throne of his empire, Pettani Satyvnhn, a brave soldier capable 
of destroying his enemies in the haltk-field, pierced through 
the thick of the battle with the brave Bedara Raya, so as to 
cause frightfulncss to Mahendra, and reached the abode of 
Svarga. Whoever preserves the held of crops fgifted to his 
relations) attains good and he who removes it will be guilty 

of dve great sins*” 

In the original the inscription begins thus:— 

“ SvastiSri Sila-odityan di/Sm-bltarggau ^cvUtaa aggala 
Kantakon peraike rare Petta^i Sotyanluxn atluvala hkafau 
bfdart! Mahendran Brdara rnyirra MatappOra Ktliegudfile 
virithi Svarggaloyakkiridtin hekya mata KSdon Kaiymotn 
akke aBvon pancha 

Dr. Shama Sastry commenting o^n the above writes:— 

“ The irtscription is in old Kannada characters, the for¬ 
mation of which is quite similar to those of the seventh 
century A.D* It is a Vimgal or memorial stone set up to 
commemorate the death of one Pettani Satyahka, a com¬ 
mander of the army of Siliditya, in his tight with a tribe of 
hunters forming the array of Mahendra. The inscription 
supplies no clue to ascertain who the Siladitya and ihe 
Mahendra mentioned in It were. On palteographic gcoundr: 
I am inclined to identify the Siladitya of the inscription with 


I Cil. 

> il.it.R*. 192i, p. S3. 
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HsKfihavardhana-Silftditya and thq M abend ra ^vith Mahendra- 
varman I ot the Pallava&T the conteni[>dirar 3 r* * of Pulakesin II 
of the western Ghalukyas, It is not improbiible that Har-sha- 
vardhana’s rule extended as far as Shimoga* The spelling 
of Siladitya as Sila-a ditya is, however, inexplicable/'^ 

And both Mr, S. Snkanta Sasiri and Mr. Xiharanjan 
Ray base their remarks on the identilication of 5iladil>^ 
w^ith Harshavardhana and of Mahendra with Mabendravarma* 
the Pallava king, as given by Dr* Shama Saslry. With the latter, 
rr*-, the identifieation of Mahendravarmij I am not tonceriied 
for the present* But it appears to me that both Mr. Saj^tri 
and* Mr, Ray have not quoted the inscription, or at least 
one iifiportant clause in it, as it appears in the Mysore 
Ar^ha^ogicai just cited* Mr, Sastri, whom Mr; Ray 

foliows, has wTongly Inserted the phrase w^hen Harsha 
came conquering, and Mahendra fled in fear”, where it ought 
to he ** v/ii/r SUddily<t^ /At* /Arofir of his Empire, 

Petta^i Satyaoka, etc., pierced through etc*, so as to caase 
frightfiilness to Mahendra." (The italics are mine-) t do 
riot know what yiistilication one could have in insert rug the 
clause which Mr* S. Sastri has used for the correct interpreta- 
tion given by Dr. Shama Sastry. 

With this remark we shall look further into the Gaddemane 
Viragal. Viragals, as is well known, are not in the n;ilurc of 
elaborate inscrilotions, and therefore, many of the details 
aboift the kings are missing in the Viragab ^iladitya^ 
mentioned in the Caddemane Viragal does not refer to Uarsha- 
vardbana of the North* The following are the reasons :— 

1. There nothing En the name of the king mentioned in 
the Viragalt except tlie word SiUditya, to warrant our 
supposkion that it refers to Harsbavardhana, True Harsha 
was called: Sil^tyn, This we have on the authority of 
Huieti Tsiang*- (But Huien Tsiang also gives another liile 
assumed by Harsha^i Kumira^ Moreover, was a name 

which ivasi as we shall see presently, common with certain 


^ Ibid. 

* Beil, O.C., I, p. 213, 
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western princes of India. But this is not the only objection. 
Harsha was known either by the name of Harshavardhana 
or Sri Harshav'ardhana in all the inscriptions of Southern 
India, not only of his own times but; even of the times of the 
Rastrakittas, It cannot be believed thafc the name ** Harsha" 
or **Sri Harsha"^ which was so very well known to the people 
of South India, could have been omitted in a Vintgah—which, 
as is supposed^ is ihe only Viragal we have yet discovered^ of 
Harsha in the South—hy the sculptor who thought of giving 
only one of the two names which the Chinese pilgrim gives 
to Harsha. 

2. If we compare the titles given in the Gaddemane 
Viragal with the titles given to Harsha either in the ** Harsha- 
charita" or in the inscriptions, we fail to see why his name 
was not adorned by the same epithets in the South Indian 
Viragal as welL Banagives the following titles to Harsha:— 
Of the king of kings^ the lord of the four oceans* 
whose toe-naiJs are burnished by the crest gems of all other 
monarchs> the leader of all the emperors."* On the sonpat 
seal of Harsha, w^e have the titles as given below^:— 

“ Faramabliattiiraka and Maharajidhiraja, the glorious 
Harshavardhana/'- In the southern inscriptions* Harsha 15 
often called "Lord of Uttarapatha^\ 

3- Let us study again a little of the situation in North 
India at the time of the accession of Harsha, in order to 
understand the significance of the phrase,—*' While Siliditya 

*.-ascended the throne of the empire-" On the news 

of Ptabhakaravardhana's death, some feudatories seem to 
have rebelled against Thanesvar. This is evident from the 
" HaTshacharita". " My lord*" the man with an effort said 
(to Raj v^avardhanaj* “ it is the way of the vile. like fiends* 
to strike where they hnd an opening. So* on the very day 
on which the kmg*s death w^s rumoured. His Majesty Gm- 
havarmsi was by the wicked lord of Malwa cut off from the 
living along with his noble deeds. Rajyairi also, the 

1 Sana, O.C., p.4D5 Mtuamdar, 0,C., p, 31^. 

^ Corpus IndKarum, II, p. 232. 
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princesSp has been confined like & brigand'^ vvifct ^vith a pair 
of iron letters kissing her feet, and cast into prison at 
Kanyaknbja, There is* moreover, a report tlial the villain, 
deeming the army leaderless, purposes to invade and sei^e 
this counlrv as well. Such ore my tidings : the matter is now 
in the king^s hands.This was, however, but the beginning 
of the trouble. From Simhauada's speech we can gather 
something about the state of the kingdom. Says Siinha- 
nada:— 

“Think not, therefore, oi the Gauda king alone; so 
deal that for the future no other follow his example......Re¬ 
move the unhealthy rigidity of stiff unhanding heads by 
forehead iipplications of sandal salve consisting of the gleam 

of toe-nails-,..^_Like the autumn suot set your forehead- 

burning fooLsteps upon the heads of kings -.Let your 

enemies with nnibscorching clouds of smoke from sighs all 
hot with the venation of trembling crest gems, give your feet 
a dappled hue,x,...My lords body, baked in the flame of 
humiliation, cannot without the cool application of the 
crimson sandal unguent of foes be relieved of this dire fever 
of patti .^^2 The very fact of ^tal^va^s threatening to invade 
Thanesvar shows us the dangerous condition of that kingdom. 
And Rajya\Txrdhana refused^ as we sawp to permit Harsha 
to accompany him in his western campaign, perhaps because, of 
another cfiemy in the eastp the cruel Sa^nka of Ganda. 
Close on the heels* of the news of death of Rajyavurdbana at 
the hands of Sa^anka, came the awful tidings of Rajya^ri’s 
flight to the Vindhy^s* Harsha was beset with insurmount¬ 
able diflicuhies which might be summed up thus:— 

[a) The immediate task of rescuing his sister ; 

ib) The next urgent duty of taking revenge an the 
Gauda king ; 

(c) And finally, the work of gelling all those princes who 
had rebelled under his control. 


^ Bana, O.C., p. 173+ 
^ Ba.Tia> O.C., p. iStf. 
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In the face of such tremendous odds, it cannot b« 
imagined that Harsha would have himseir led an expedition, 
or as Mr. Srikanta Sastri says, that Haraha would ha%'c 
come conquering to the south; or that he would have sent 
a “brave soldier"—for that was ^vhat Peltani Satyinka 
was, and not an officer of the status of a commander'-in-* 
chief to the south, a region which being perfectly new*, 
required greater tact than that which Hnrsha had shown in 
the subjugation of the east. If at all he came to the south, he 
would have come himself; and if he failed to come himself, 
he would have sent his most trusted general at the head of 
the southern expeditiDn, Hut neither of the suppositions 
can be entertained because of the great difficulties which 
Harsha had to confront immediately on his accession. 

If the Gaddemane Viragal inscription does not refer to 
Harshavardhana, then, to whom does it refer? The Viragal 
in all likelihood refers to the Valabhi kings of Saurashtra. 
The name SilMitya, the titles given to this monarch, the 
mention of the Sahyadri mountains in the inscriptions of a 
Valabhi king, and finally, the similarity of the name of a 
Valabhi king, as found in inscriptions with that given by 
Huien Tsiang^ll point out the fact that the Gaddemane 
Viragal was a memorial stone of the Valabhi kings, perhaps 
the only one of its kind as j-et discovered in the Karnataka 
laod^ 

1. The natne Sil^ditya.—The name Siladitya, as it ap¬ 
pears in the Viragal, strongly suggests that it belongs to the 
Valabhi kings amongst whom, more than in any other royal 
family in India, there were no less than eight Siladityas, It 
is true that the name diladltya was also used by kings is’ho 
were not of Valabhi. Huien Tsiang speaks of a isilidity^ of 
Malwa, who lived sixty years before the date of the visit of 
the Chinese pilgrim,^ 

2. It is not so much the name as the titles assumed by 
the king called Silfiditya in the Gaddemane inscription, 
which make us believe that the Viragal belongs to the 


* Heal, D,tr., 11, p, 261. 
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Valabhi kingis. Amniig ihe titles given to the king in the 
Gadtlemmie niscriptron .*ire the folloiving:— 

■*Srt Sil^ltya, the light of the quarters, the most power- 
fuh and a thorn in the way of the bravest, , Even 

supposing we take a ^iiudhya (son of Dharasena II) w^ho is 
said to have ruled about 653 A.D., souie of his titles—" who 
covered the whole horizun witli multitudes of his wonderful 
virtues, which made the Avhole world rejoJcei wiio carried a 
he[iV}^ burden of serious projects on the pedestal of his 
shoulders, the splendour of which was increased by the Hash- 
ing of his sword, that possessed the lustre of victory in 
hundreds of battles ^ seem to be marked departures from 
the titled found on the Mysore Viragal—" the Ifght ofthe 
qiiurtersT the most poiverfLik and a thorn in the way of the 
bravest/' One of the Valabhi kings, Sil^itya V, the 
eighteenth king is said to have had the following titles 

" Hig (i.e.p dHjiditv'a IV's) son is the ardent devotee of 
Mahe^vara, the great king of kings, the supreme lord, the 
illnstrious SiJadityadeva etc,, etc.”- 

Then again, the titles of a Sri Siladilya are given thus 

“ -.^'ho by his proivcss in delivering the great world, which 

ivas sinking under the waves of weight of the agitated sea of 
Kali, manifested his being an extraordinary ejccellent indivi¬ 
dual ; who thus ^vas, as it were, a second philosopher's stone^ 
accomplishing the desires of all people;i^***..who made a 

place for himself in the world,..*-.etc., etc/'® 

The titles of Siladitya VI suroamed Dhruvabhata are 
given thus; — 

"His C»i^i the fifth SilMitya's) son is the ardent 
devotee of Mahesvara,. the supreme sovereign, the great king 
of kings,, supreme lord, the illustrious ^iladityadeva, who 
merditatets on the feet of the supreme sovereign, the great 
king of kings, supreme lord, the illustrious Bappa/’^ 

Bp. /rfiJ., 1, pp. 

' BQIller, Itiit, VI, p. 111, 

* J. H. ft. li. S.. XI, pp.35i-S5. 

♦ tiid. Am., Vn. p. SIC. 
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The litles given to SlJaditya I are the foJloivtng:— 

“His Dharaseria’s) son was Stloditya* the great 

Malioiviira, who meditated on his father’s feet—who lilied 
the circle of all the quartets by extraordinary virtues witicii 
were united in him, and which delighted the whole world— 
the burden of whose great desires was borne successfully by 
liis shoulders, which were brighter thou those of others, in 
consequence of his coiispiciiousness amongst the allies, 
who had obtained destruction by winning a hundred battles."' 
It is not so much upon these titles which do not admit, I 
eniifcss, of complete veriftcation, that the identiHcatiou of 
ihe Mysore Viragal witi) a viragai of the V'ulabhi hiiigs 
depends as on tile examination of the first birtula whicli 
the Valahhi kings took, and ivhich is also found in the Mysore 
ifit&'tl' It is-the title of 5n. It may be pointed out that 
dwelling too much on the word SW which is used so com¬ 
monly in nil inscriptions, will not bo of much avail iti the 
matter of proving our point. But it may also be noted that 
the title $// was a peculiiirtty of the Valubht kings, and that 
they had good reason to adopt it in the place of the other 
hiriuhis found in all inscriptions. It is true that "^ri" is also 
used ill connection with Harsha. But then we ore to 
rememher that Harsha is always called “ 5ri Harsha" in 
nil southern inscriptions, and never “Sri Siladitya ”, \Viih 
the Vnlabhi kings, at least with one brancJi of the family 
which was not of the main line, the bmuhi stood for a 
royal title. “ But it ought to be noticed that the grantor 
Ditnivasctia M, called also Ralfiditya, does not assume the 
title of ’ Maharaja and that none of his predecessors receive 
any epithet but 'Sri,' ‘the illustrious’. It mav be that the 
omission is due to an accident, but considering'the habitual 
grandiloquence of Indian princes, the case is suspicious, and 
it would not be surprising if it were found evemually' that 
Dhruvasena II had some cogent reasons for being silent 
alioiit his magnificence."* We know that Harsha was called 


^ /iii/p A nt.n 1^. 15. 

- Udlaller, Ind. VZ, p. IJ. 
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f^il&ditya only by the Chinese pilgrim \ * but we know from 
epigraphical evidence that there was a line of kings that bad 
the birittlu of Sri attached to their names. 

But here two objections are to be answered: 

1. If the Mysore Viragal is of the Valabhi dynasty, 
why is it that a very important clause—" worshipper at the 
feet of the Maheivara," which is found in all Valabhi inscrip¬ 
tions—is not found in the Mysore inscription ? 

2- If the Gaddemane Viragal really belonged 
Valabhi kings, why is it that the title " Maharajadhiraja 
given to many of the Valabhi kings is not found in the 
Nfysore inscription ? 

As has been already said, the Gaddemaoe Viragal >s not 
of the type of an elaborale eulogy of monarebs written in 
the shape of an inscription. Moreover, the king, whom \vc 
shall try to identify with one of the Valabhi kings, was not 
of the royal line, lie could not assume the title of “Maha* 
rajadhiraja, ” for various reasons—hence he used only the 
" illustrious Siladityn". 

3. The third reason which might be put forward to 
prove that iheGaddematie inscription belonged to the Valabhi 
kings, is the fact of one of the Valabhi kings having con¬ 
quered the Sahyadri mountains. Now it is known very well 
that the Sahyidri mountains stand for the Western Ghats.® 
One of the \4.labhi kings is said to have been the" lord of the 
Earth, whose Earth's) two breasts are the Sabya and 

Vindhya mountains whose tops clothed in black cloud^s appear 
like (her) nipples.''^ This was Uerabhata also called ‘jiladitya. 

But here it must be confessed that the chronology of 
the Valabhi kings is by no means a settled question. Dr. 
Fleet writing on the supposed identification of Derabha^ with 
the Derabata of Huten Tsiaiig has remarked 

" These passages present points which must be carefuliy 
considered before any final opinion is arrived at in respect 


» Beal, Lift, p. 8j; , 111, p. J9- 

5 v,thmt p. ; Dey. DuH<nuir)i, p. 171. 

» p. 3S2 i Ep. Ittd„ I. p. 91. 
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of the identity of the j«;rson, or persons, intended by Huieo 
Slang ; the more cs^ieciully because the dates render it inj- 
(wssible that be should be Siladitya Vi I of Vakbhi, the only 
one in the family for whom as yet we have obtained the 
Mcond riame of Dhnivabhata; and because M. Julien tells ns 
[tnd. Ant., Vol. Hi, 163, note) that the Chinese tratislatioii of 
thenaiiie miruvapalu of VaJabhi was Teh-kng-Jou/coiislanlly 
iiitelh!,-eiit‘, which of course supports ilie supposition that 
the leimination of the Sntiskrit name, the first part of which 
Mruva means ' constant,’ really was ‘pat.i’ ‘ smart, dexterous, 
intcllectuar rather than ■ bha{a' * warrior*," t Could it he 
that tlie Sil«dit 3 a mentioned in the Gaddemaiie Viragal was 
one of the Sdadityas of VnJabl.i, and especinlly cm,Id he 
hare ]>een the Siladityu meiuiopied |jy Kiio Saheb ? 

The following facts suggest the identification, although at 
present 1 am not in a position to assert tliis identification 
with greater confidence — 

{«) Siiaditya who is supposed to have had the Vindhya 
. and the jiahyadrt mountains as the two breasts of the Earth 
over w Inch he ruled, was a great general. 

W He was not of the direct royal line. 

These two points might explain why being not of the 
mam hue, Sitaditya did not use the biru^in of " worshipfier 
at the feet of Mahesvara" which is found in all the inscrip¬ 
tions of the V'atahhi kings; and why he used, instead, onJv 
tlie “Sn “ the illustrious", thus keeping in conformity with 
practice of the Valahhi kings of appending the birudu oi Sri 
to their names, and also with his position ns a great com¬ 
mander, We are to imagine that there must have been 
some cause for the extension of the Valablii arms into the 
Karnatak which we are not able to find out at present. This 
would explain why "a brave soldier capable of destroying 
enemies in the batlle field," like Pettani Satyanka. could in 
the thick of the battle with the Iffdara king, who conid only 
have been one of the forest kings of the Saliyadri mountain.^ 
give up Ins life for the sake of his master. That ti.ere is 


^ Corfrus imhC4■4rum^ ill, pp. ^0-42^ 






nothing imprab^ible in a. v&ry dose connection between Kiit- 
natak and Sanrashtni, may be gathered from the sncce3s(iil 
attempts made by the western Chalwkya kings in founding 
a western Chalnkyn branch in Katliiawad, in the times of 
which we are studying. It is true that the Valahfn dynasty 
may be dated toivanJs the end of the fifth century A.D., 
when Senapati Bbattaraka rebelled against his master, the 
Gupta king (Skandagijpta)p and established hitnsdf at 
Valabhi, not far from Simhapura (modern Stlior).^ Some would 
place this Bhatfanikap however^ in 629 A.D. ^ The dytinsty 
thus founded about 485 A.D. lasted till 765 A.D. with about 
nineteen kings in alU^ Admitting the possibility of a controversy 
about the exact relationship between the word “Chnlukya“t 
as it appears In the history of the western Chaluk^'^as, %vith the 
word Soinnki'' as it appears in the annals of Gnjerat, there 
seems much justifiettion in the statement that Jayasitriha 
{the second son of PukkeSi II), the younger brother of 
Vikramadilya, was probably given the province of Gujeratt and 
that thus Jayasimha became the founder of the Gujerat 
Chalukyas,^'* * If this be accepted, we have a situation in 
Pulake^Ps times, in the times of Harshavardhana him- 
seJfp in which the vvestern Chalukyas made an attempt to 
carry their army into Gujerat. Could this have been done as 
a retaliatory measure by the great Pulakdi's successors 
against the depredations the date of which we do not know, 
into the land of the Kanarese people ? That the struggle 
betvveen Pettani Satyanka on the one hand, and the 
Raya along with Mahendra on the other^ was indeed a battle 
cannot be doubled. The Bedara Raya I am unable to 
identify. About the identity of Mahendra we shall preseiUly 
make a guess. We know very well that Pukkeli swept his 
sword practically over the continent. We know too that 

1 Swnvyfff (Gejifrat Architocturt), Vol- VI, p. 3. 

» BeaS. O.C.t 7;^. 

* An A. Suttry 3 . 

* Bbdgvanlai Tndrajtp 5 XVl, ; 

([[l“Mnlraia i* j^iven her^ M ilie founder of I he Chtliiks^AS So Cninrar. 
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the western Chalukyas held undisputed sway over the 
western parts of India, especially over Maharashtra and the 
Karnataka and Konkan, fora verj- long time after PuIakcSi fl, 
although they could not escape the challenge of many a 
powerful Karnataka dynasty.’ It may be argued that the 
designs of Piilake^i’s successors were merely the ambitious 
atempts of aggrandisement. 

(To be cotitinued,) 



* iJk^ Ed.). 
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It ra-ty be argued timt the designs of Pukke^i's successors 
were merely the ambitioii= attemiits of aggrandisement to 
imitate the canijiaigiis of their great king, Pukke^i II. But it 
seems more resisoriablc to suppose that an W4r&.UMi. 

by one of the Valabht kings, perhaps just before Ih.: wesiorn 
Chalukya bnincii was planted in Gujurat, usiaiu' one of the 
kings called Silaiitya, to conquer, or to consolidate an earlier 
acquisition, the Sahyas, which were certainly within the 
jurisdiction of the svestern Chalukyasand that eillier in the 
early years of Pulakeli II himself, or mo^ probably in the ™ 

years closely following iiis death, his succei^ors retrieved their , 
lost [ionour by founding a branch of the; western Chalukya 



dynasty in Gnjemt. If this Ire accepted, tJteq theGadder^ne ^ 
ViraKiil niiglit be placed ii\ the seventh century ^ a 
w‘hicii espUiins the name of Siladltya as found in the Viragai, 
the inciirsicni of a general of that king into Karnatakii, and 
especially fimfact of the cliaracter of the letters being those 
of the seventh century A.D.‘ 

Tins would meat! two things— 

(n) The rejection of tlie identification of Mahendia as 
found in the Viragal with M ihendravarmim, the Pulkva king ! 

(6) The rejection of the attempts hitherto made of expluin- 
ing The relation of HarSi with the western powers; and 
especially with Pukkesi II. J shall first deal vvitli the iden¬ 
tity of Mahendra, although I must confess I shall still be in 
the sphere af auppositioua- 

Tliu Palkva king, defeated by Pukkesi II, w'as Mahendra- 
varman I.= If MahemTm, who was friglitened, as we see him in 
the Gaddemnnc Viragiil, was Mali^iHtf^-arman I, and if li e 
> .ffy.Ar,p.C; p. ft. \? “f- 

■ AaJtarfi^ W ; Dr h 
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was the enemy of Pulaheii, he would have made common 
cause with Hiijrsa, when the i.nter ciine to the south coii- 
qucring Piilakeii's territories, ajjainst an enemy who had 
scored a great victory against M.iliendravarman himself. Put 
jf the Gaddemane inscription is to he l>elieved, Mahendm 
fled having been frightened by the bravery of Petliini Salyanka. 
It cannot bq that Maheiidraviirman fled both fioin Hurla 
and Pulakesf. That Avoutd have been incompatible with the 
position of a great king held In- Mabendtavarman I. fie ?s 
said to have had the title of “Satrumalla ".i And '‘A 
Wrestler amongst Foes'* would have been the Inst person 
to take to bis hcets on the approach pf an ordinary 
general. Nforeover one would like to know, even supposing 
the identification of the Mahendra of the Gaddemane Viragal 
with Mahendravarman I were correct, %vbat the reason 
w'as which made a Pallava king Join hands with a petty chief¬ 
tain and face a contingen t under a dashing soldier, who was 
not even of the status of a commander. I saj’ [hat the allv 
of Mahendra was only a petty chieftain, r« the Virru-al we 
have only “■ Beijara Raya » and not “ JJSdara Mdiamya ", nor 
Bcdara Da^jdanayaka”, \^^ould Mahendravarman I, king of 
the PaJbvas, have allied himself with a mere forest kine 
(the word Bedaru is generalfy applied to hunters in the 
Karnatafiii), only to be " frightened " by the courage of a "brave 
soldier" ? It would have heen disgraceful not only to Miihcndra- 
varman I asking of the Pa Havas but also to the great trtidi- 
tion of the Paliavas w ho had successfully carried their flag into 
the Karnataka about the middle of the seventh ceniurj. Then 
if Mahendra of the Mysore Viragal is not Mahendra varman I 
of the Palkva dynasty* ivith whom is he to be idenlifiqd? I 
believe—but this is only a suppasitioti for the present—that 
he may be identified with a Nolamha king called Mahendra 
But here f must confess we have two difficulties—that of 
chronology, and that of Jiaviiig more than one Mahendra in 
the Nojamlra. or rather a j^art of the Karnataka, history. It js 

1 / J = '* 'n^lTFTtsTTtkt 
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Une that, as I said just a while ago. the Pallavas established a 
branch of thdrs in Nojambavadi nbout the middle of t^^.e 
seventh centiire A.D/ Hut the history of ilie kings of Notamba- 
vadi as vet dock not admit of clear discussion- Hence we find 
the name of Xfahendra in ROO or llicreabonts and also in A.D 
870- About SnO A.D. we have >Jo!amba, the merciful-mmded 
Cholu Penimanaijigiil and ^[ay 1 nd^a (Mfhendra) ruling with the 
Kiru-tore (little rnlcr) as their bntindary, and being angry w tlh 
Kaijuvattl because of his having deceived them, and Vallevai^sa 
Devaraya attacking the eastern guardian IJaruma. and n g n- 
In 878 A.D. Mahendra having pitched his camp in Haragur, 
and having succeeded in bis scheme of sowing dissension among 
those outside his frontiers dependent on his original territory, 
reioiced at having increased hts kingdom and at having become 
a supreme king.® ,About 870 there ruled Mahcndra,and some 
persons were busy building tanks-* This was the son of Pola- 
chora Nolamba by n Gahga prinoess, the sister of Nuimarga.- 
In 900 or thereabouts Maheiidiidhiraya of the Pallavakula whs 
ruling the Gangava^i Sts Thousand.'^ An inscription of Dilipa 
Nolamba. dated 943 A.D. mentions his grandfather, Mahendra 
who bad “his two feet bending the crowns of hostile kings like 
a cotv of plenty,”* There is aiiatfier Maheiulra whom we meet 
with while studying the relations of the Gangas with their 
neighbourine kings. The youngest brother of Kajamalla 
Satytivikya was lihujageiidra {who is also called llhutamsa, 
Vuvaraja'in 870), who gained victory over his enemy Mahcndra 
in Hiriyur (Chitaldroog District) and SOifir. and also in the 
Samiya battle.^ The son of Uhiitugendni and CUandrobbeUibba 
was Efeyanga. This rtilar slew Mahendra wlio attacked him. 
Mr. Rice has in almost all instances identified this Maliendra 
with the Pallava Nolamba king, Mahendra. nephew of 

1 Fleet, O.C, p. 318. 

* /TjJ. ClirJi., X, Sp. Kl , p. ^76. 

» Cart., XI I, Si. 3fl, p- 93- 

* Ep. Curn., XI. He. 3J, p. lOB ; Introd., p. 7. 
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KUimarSa,! One point suggests UseU Troiu llic history of the 
Psillava X<tlambas, and that is the following—that it was more 
proliable for a king of the position of Mahemlra oE the 
Nolamha line to tilly himself with a forest king than for a 
monarch of the status of Mahendravarman I, the Palbva king, 
who could have called feudatories of higher status to his aid. 
But the date given to Mahendra by Kic-O (SOO A.IX till abi.ut 
870), and that gtv-en to the Gaddemane inscription fseventii 
ce ntury) do j ot agree. This difficulty, however, does 
' net pFecluic^ **'‘=*"’ doubting the identity of the Mahendra of 
the \ iragal with Mahcndniviirma, the Pallava king. 

Tivi attempts made hitherto of explaining the relations 
♦ which iiacia had with the western powers, and especially 
■ with Pulakeli TI, also seem to be higlily unsatisfactory. It 
h IS been said that Dudda II, king of G njerst. gave protection 
(,> .he lord ol Valahhi, when tlie latter was defeated hy the 
great hrd Ot Paramudvara. the illustrious Harsadevn" 

■ This has leda^hobrs to surmise that from the year 633 till 
^ the year 642 or thereabouts, llie western powers had leagued 
themselves against liaist. Dr. Smith remarks—* The war 
^h which resulted in the complete defeat of 

Dhfuvascna tDhruvabhafa) II, and the flight of that prince into 
the dotniniou* of the Kuja of Bharoach (Broach), ivho relied 
probably on the powerful support of the Chaliikya monarch, 
seems to hav'e occurred later tiian A.O. 633 and before Huien 
Tsiang’s visit to western India in 641 or 642.*^ Perhaps it 
is this W'iiich has led Dr. Muanmdar to write that the cnin- 
paign against Vabhhi was Iwtween the year 633 and 641 or 
642 .A.D.'‘ The following conclusions may be drawn from the 
above arguments of scholars;— 

(<») That IIar5:i's campaign against Valahhi took place 

between 633 and 642 A,I).; 

(fr) That this campaign resulted in a confederation of the 
princes of western India under Piiiakeii against Har£a; 

» */. Jtll. tiitrod., p. J. * MttstinidM. O.C.. p. 

« /nrf. Xllt. p. 73. 

> Dr, Vinrent Emilh, of ittiio, p. 3J1. 





3 


(cj And that, therefore, the defeat which Piilake^i Uiflicted 
on Hariit followed closely on the heels of the Vakbhi cam* 
paigOi some where between 6JJ and b42 A.D. 

While it is true that the Valabhi campaiBU may f* dated 
633 A.D., it cannot Ik admitted that this war which Pnlakesi 
waged against Harsa* and which ended in the latter s fatnons 
defeat, t^k place in or nearabont 642 A.D. " 

iodefinitewess there is about the exact date of the defeat of 
Harfe can be gathered from the remarks of scholars who 
have attempted to explain the subject. Dr. Fleet jdone com« 
nearest to the date but, curimisly enough, even he has faded to 
give ns the exact date. Admitting the uncertainty aliont the 
relations of Ilaria with the western powers, let ns confiiieony- 
^Ives to his warfare with PulakeAi. Dr. Smith writes. T nS 
campaigrt mav dfltffd about the jear A,1X 
Mookerjec speaks about the defeat of Harii but does not 
enlighten us as regards the exact date ol the battle*- Dr. 
Maurice Ettinghauscn writes in his Vardha^a that 

the defeat of Harsa at the hands of Pnlakcsi II might be 
placed lietween 610—634 A,D.^ 

None of those dates can be accepted when we 
the activities of Harfe tow'srds the end of his reign. We have 
seen, how the militant ideas of a Digvijaya gave way before 
the nobler ones of Buddhism- Harii was under the influence 
of Buddhism. His sister was with him. The promise w'hich 
he had made while in the presence of the great sage of the 
Vindhyas must have been kept alive in his mind by his sister. 
Wfe have it on the authority of Hiiien Tsiang that. a.s has been 
already remarked, he spent the first six years of his reign m 
warfare, and the next thirty in peacrd From this ^me 
Chinese pilgrim we learn that “Once in five years he held the 
great assemble called Moksha. He emptied his treasuries to 
give all away in charity, only reserving the soldiers arms. 


r Df. V. A. SxnitlJ, t?X. P- 
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which were unfit to give as alms. Every year he assembled 
the Srama^jas from all countries and on the third and seventh 
days he bestowed on them in charity* the four kinds pf alms 
ftjis., food, drink, medicine, clothing).'" 

If it be true that in 644 A.D.* or thereabouts Harla held 
the last cjuinquennial assembly,^ and that Har^ was a 
devout Buddhist, then the first quinquennial assembly must 
have been held in about 619 A.D. A monarch of the type of 
Harfa would not have undertaken a great campaign when 
he had assumed, if not the red robes, as he had promised the 
sage of the Vmdhyas, at least the duties of a devout Buddhist, 
It cannot be believed that Hars'a was engaged in a cam-' 
paign of any magnitude after the year 620 A.D, when he 
seems to have set himself the task of spreading the itiflu* 
ence of Buddhism over the land. But an exception need 
be mentioned here. Even after holding one of his great 
Buddhist meetings, the exigencies of the State did not 
prevent Harsa from sending out an expedition against 
Ganjam. The conquest of this province was the last acquisi¬ 
tion of Harsa. But for this exception, the reign of Harsa 
seems not to have been marked with warfare ;and if the evi¬ 
dence of Huierv Tsiaug can be relied upon, the quinquennial 
assemblies were held since the year 619 A.D. Over and 
above the dramatic incidents which took place about this time 
during the sad sojourn of Hania in the forests of the 
Vindhyas, and which profoundly influenced his mind, we 
must go to the contemporary history- of the western Chalukva 
king to find out why Harfe gave up all ideas of a world 
conquest and why he never thought of sending any contin¬ 
ent to the south, ft will be seen that the evidence gathered 
from the inscriptions of Pulakeli II and of his successors 
corroborates the testimony of the Chinese pilgrim. 

Huien Tsiang himself saj-s that Ilarib never succeeded 
m subduing Pulakeih. “ The great king SiJaditya at this time 


* Btol, tJ.C, I, pt 2H. 
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was invadine east and west, and coimmes far and near were 
giving iiUegiance to him but Mohalacha (Maharastra under 
FulaMi) refused to become subject to Moreover, %i.e 

have inscriptions of PuSokeli ItimselF, of his successors, and 
even of kings of another dtrnasty. the Ry^trukutas, |i o 
which speak of the menioruble defeat of Har^a at the hands 
of Pulake^i. The failure of Harsa to suWue Maharastra, 
therefore, might be taken to be an und.apulcd fact. _ 

I shall first take the famous inscription of Pulake^i which 
has been till now considered by many to be the earh^t refer* * 
ence to his victory over Har^. This is the we -novin 
Aihole inscription dated A.D. 634 6J5. 

It runs thus— 

Envious becnuBc his Ucops of Tuighty elephants were 

slain in war, Harsha— whose lotuses, which were his feet, were 
covered with the rays of the jew els of the chiefs that were 
nourished by his immeasurable power-was caused by him to 

have his joy melted away by fear.”* 

Dr, Jouveau-Duhreiiil, however, says that there is no 
reference to Harsa at all in this Aihole inscription. “It b 

noleworthv,” says the Doctor, “'that the Aihole inscription 

which bears the date 634 A-l>., makes no mention of king 
Harshavardhana. The documents posterior to it mention the 
victory gained by PulakeSio over fJarsha. It is probable that 
it was about the year 634 A-D. that Harsim i-anqmslied 
Dhrnvasena tl. king of Valabhi; ffarsha wished to extend 
his conquests much more, but was stopped by Pubk^m. 
This event probably took place about 637 or 6J» A-U. 
This opinion,! believe, cannot be justified. But ! shall pro* 
cced to cite more evidence in the inscriptions of PiilakeSt, o 
his successors, and of kings who helonged to an akogeiher 
new royal family, I shall first deal with the Inscriptions of 
the immediate successors of Pnlakcii 11. 


‘ Watters: O.C.. II, P- 2»- 

* lad. Aat,, VlH. p. \ AA ^nd., VI. p.^ 

» Dw Jonveatt*Piibrtoll i floV'rf p- 
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An undated grant of N^avardhana, a]<:o called Triblui- 
vanairaya, the son of Jayasimhavafina, also called DharS- 
firaj-a, who was one of the younger brothers of Puhikesin, 

.Pulnkesi Valfablia*.... who 

IJOssessed a second name (which however fs omitted) which 
he had acqujred by defeating the glorious Sri Haraha the 
supreme lord of the northern region.”i I„ « grant of Ad’itya- 
varma. son of PulaktSin If, we read—" SatyMrava (Piilakeiin 
UJ who was decorated with the title of * Supreme Lord' 
f ’ he acquired by defeating Sri Harshavardhana. the 
iMirlike lord of iili the regions of the north.”® A grant of 

Vtkramiirlitya VI. dated A D. 675, runs thus-** The dear 
son of .Maharaja and Paramesvara. SatyS^rava, the favourite 
o fortune and of the earth, who acquired the second name 
af tarame vara or Supreme Lord by defeating Hursha- 
i^ardhana. the warhke lord of all the regions of the north.*** 
Tins ts repeated in the grant of 680—681 of the same 
monarch,* and again in the grant.s of 689—690 of the same 
Vikramfiditya.^ .A grant by Vinayiiditya sojs-**flis f/e '• 
Ktrtivarma'sJ son was Satyfiiiraya-tlie favourite of tlte world" 
the great king, the supreme king, the supreme ford.—whJ 
acqumed the second name of “ Supreme Lord " by defeating 
Sr. Harshavardhana, the warlike lord of all the regions o] 
the north. An inscrspiion dnted 69-1 AJ>. sa^-s— 
son. who by defeating Harslia. the lord of all the north, 
gained .mother mrne of i^arameivara, was Satyiisraya Sri 
Prithiii-vallabha Maharaja Paramesvara-'”' In 757 A 1> apn^n 
«■. h,v. >h, Hi, ,u.. KiHi,an,,.,j 

defeating Harshavardhana. the warlike lord of all the north 
actpnred the title of Paramesvara. was Satyi^raya Sri 
Pnthvt vallahha Maharaja Paramesvara, etc.”* Even so late 
as the twelfth century the memory of the crushing defeat 
suffered by Hursa was carefully preserved, as can be made 

* /nd.AHt., IS. p. 12J, I i 1, D . “ 

^ /«,/. St, p «i. , f ^ - P- *32. 

• J. jSw. XV, p. 1 I ' t 

< y. XI. pp. ja, 2XX . - « 





9 


oul from Ibe foUowifig inscriptloii dated A.U U2i 
“ Satvii^raya on his becoming a young man,-for ivho o the 
Chalukyas would deviate from the path of ngbtcoosneK ? o 
him who conquered the regions, subdued the great king 
Harsha, gave more than a hmidrcdlold of tlveir desues.elc. 

Hut what is more interesting is that tiiis defeat s lOii 
have had almost an iiiternattonal significance. ^ 

Raitrakutas measured swords with the western w u jas, 
in connection with the supremacy of the Karnataka, they 
recorded their victories 1.. as eloquent a manner as any 
other royal family did in South Indian history. An 
inscription of the Rastrakuta king Idiited feika 690) 
named Dantidnrga, son of Indra Raya II, says that that 
monarch " fordblv wit it a few soldiers conquered the endless 
forces of Karnataka, which were invincible to others, and 
which were skilled in effecting defeats on the lord of Kaiittn, 
the king of Kerala, the Chola, the Pandyn, Sn Harsha and 
Vajrata, etc. "- From the above epigraphs we may conclude 

the following;— , . 

tu) that Hiirii was always called brt Harsavardhana 

in the southern inscriptions, and never Sila^litya * 

{b) that he did indeed suffer a great defeat at the hands 

of Pulakesiii 11 1 , t j j 

tc) that the memory of this defeat was not only tan e 

dow n in western Chidukyan tradition but was also trans¬ 
mitted to non-western Chabikyan tradition as well ;and 

((/) that the victory secured for the great w-eslem Clmlukya 
king. Polakesi, the title of " Pammesvam a title by w Inch 
Piilake^i w as known in the history of the South. 

The question now is—when was this title of Paramc^- 
vara which Pulakesi is said to have acquired as a mark 
of his 'triiiitipb over Marsa, appended to iiis name for the 
first timti ? It has beer, taken for granted by most of the 
scholars that the Aihole inscription dated 634 635 A.U. 

is the earliest record of the victory of Pulake^i. Hut as 
Dr. Fleet Has already pointed out, this was not the_ enrlie^ 


I £p, Caftt,, iCt, Dtf. 1, p. 3t- 
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meittbn of Har^ 3 dtifeai: at the hands of PulakesL There 
^ grant of E^ulakesi hi,nsdf dated S ika 535 which speaks 

^ ^ f ^ at^plied themselves) to a contest of a 

b..nd„H „ i. ,„, H,id.„b,d !hich ™ "tu°_ 

The favoarue of the world, the great king Satvajreva- 

and '!h Statesmanship and' hum'iJity 

.nd other good t,«alities. and who has ac<]nired the Ico d 
nnme of ‘Supreme Lord’ (Pammesb.-ara) by vittorrove^ 

(orVfm Jmt ^ applied themselves 

(or hrmself)to a contest of a hundred battles^issues this 

command to ail the people, 

CrantXf rtlr "’■'f'" ',' H»a.„b.d 

n H U ^ Of a hostile king- admits 

of a double meaning; second, why the name^of Hama 
^^hlch appears so dearly in the Aihole Inscriptfon-ahhongh 
as we have seen Dr. D.hrenil has denied its existence in Sm 
nscr^>t,onps ,,otto he seen in the Haidamhad grant. If 

n^smorabJe as to have received recognition even at the ban^ 
of the Ra.irakijtis, and if indeed al) the records of PuIatcHJ 

himself and of his successors make us believe it was so and 

If tins Hatdaraliad gmnt Is the earliest record which meJtions 
this defeat, tiien the name of the king who was beaten and 
who<« discomfiture made the name ol Pnfakeili renowned 
would certainly have been given in the grant. Im nhe^r^.^ ’ 

a proof llnit this Haidarabad grant does not speak of the 

defeat of HarSi, and this record ig not the earliest rv a t 
the victory of Piilakeli. record of 

To reject these two objections we have to examine tl, 
clause itself and then the course of conquests of Pnktkrfi 
as given in the .MhoJe inscription. That the danse “ hv 
victory over hostile kings (or over a hostile tin..! k 

iheraselvM (or himselO to .1 contest of „ 

admits of some ambieody is o„de„, oMmM„,m„ oi 

the same rn the original, which rung th us— ^ 

^ vj, p. 71: ai« Fi«i. Oy- 
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Dr. Fleet himself thsit ihe H:udiirEibad grant says th^t 

be (Pylakc^iJ acquired by defeating hostile kings who had 
applied themselves (or a hostile king who had applied himself) 
toa hundred battlles"’ and that subsequent records state more 
s|>eclfically that “ he acquired it (the title of Pa ThI mesh vara) 
by defeating the glorious Harshrtvardhana, the warlike lord 
of all the regions of the north. 

There was no other monarch in Noith India in the early 
years of Pulakeli^s reign to whom this title could l>e more 
fittingly applied than Harsa, He waSj as we have already 
seen, while only in his teens, sent along with liis brother 
Kajvavardhana, against the Hunts in the north. Itninediate- 
ly after liis return from the norths lie vowed to take revenge 
against the Gow-da king. It was Harsa who, as we have 
seen, brought the five Indies under his stvay. Even on the 
eve of his career he showed his great ability as a commander 
by his subjugation of Gan jam. It is evidentp ihereforet that 
the reference in the HaidarabEid grant could he only to 
Harsuvardliana, who was, indeed^ a king who applied him¬ 
self to the contest of a hundred battles. The omission of the 
name of Harsa was perhaps intentionally done in order to 
enhance the glory of Piihikesi by his victory over a king whose 
name was too well known in the whole of the corstinent. If 
so, it has to be remembered that as the orgirjator of an era, as 
a great soldier, one of the greatest patrons of Buddhism 
and ns a reTnarkable royal drumatistt in all hkehhood, Har£a 
must have been very well known all over the Indian world. 

That this reference is the earliest reference in Pulake^i's 
ow n inscriptions can be made out also by an examination of 
the Aihole inscription. The cause of conquests as given 
in that famous epigraph, I am afraid, is not in any geogra¬ 
phical, and is certainly not in a ny chronological, order. Before 


1 Anty vt, ac, p. 73. 
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I examine the Aihole inscnplion itself, I shiilj cite the opinions 
of Dr. Bhandarkar ,nnd Or. Fleet who «cre the earliest to 
write about it. Dr, Bhandarfcar says the following:— 

“The date of the iiiscription (Aihole inscription) from 
which the greater portion of this itarratiie is taken is 556 
Salta, corresponding to A.D. 654. so that Pttlakeli's c.ireer of 
conquest had closed before A.D. 634. Writes Dr, Fleet— 
"Such is the account given in the Aihole inscription of 
A.D, 654—635. It may doubtless be accepted in its general 
outlines. That aii the earlier events recorded in it took 
place before August A.IX 612 is cstahlislied by the Ilaidarahad 
grant, which shows that Pulakesin 11 was then in possession 
of Badami, and though it does not mention Harslmvardliana 
by name, implies by the title winch was acquired hv the 
victory over him that that victory had then already been 
achieved; and they arc probably to be placed in A.l> 
608—609,"* 

Timt we are to agree with Dr, Fkct and Dr. Bhandarknr 
can be made out by an examination of the Aihole 
inscription itself. To begin with, this epigraph had no 
roj-al sanction behind. It is an eulogy “ by certain Ravikirti, 
who during the reign of the Clialukya Polekeii Satyairava 
{i.e., the western Clialukya Pulakeii If) whom lie descril^s 
as his patron, founded the temple of the Jaina prophet 
Jinendra, on which the Inscription is engraved, and who 
uses the occasion to furnish an eulogistic account fpra^asti) 

of the history of the Chalnkya family, .iml especbllv of the 

exploits of Puiikesin 1I.'‘3 i„ beginning 

ending, and in its accuracy as regards chronology ntid 
geography, this inscription Is not like the one which 
niiEht have been ordered to he engraved by PulakeSitill 
himself. This inscription begins with an invocation to 
Jinendra—“ Victorious is the holy jinendra etc.”^ and ends 


* fJr, R. G. Hh^djirliar, n \n 
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wilh £i pniise of the Jain a mansiojip “caused to be built by 
the vuse Ravikirti* who has obtained ihc highest favour of 
Sat 3 usraya whose rule is burdened by the three oceans^ 
Of thts eulogy arid of this dwelling of Llie Jina in the three 
worldSp the wise Ravikirti himself is (he author, and also the 
founder. May that Ravikirti be victorbus etc., etc-, who 
by his poetic skill has attained to the fame of Kalidasa and 
and of Bharavi."'* The western Cliahikya grants begin and 
end in another manner. Either they speak of the greatness 
of the monarchs, as is revealed in the beginning of the 
Haidarnlmd grant of Pulnke^i—“ Hail! The grandeur of the 
great king Satyi^raya Sri PolikeSivaUabha whos^s body by 
ablutions performed after ,t:ekbniting horse sacrifices, and 
wlio adorned the family of the glorious Chalukyas who are 
etc.t etc^^p and who have had all kings made subject to them 
l>y the mere sight of the sign of the Boar which they had 
acr|nsred ihroiigh the favour of the licly Natayana,r etc.",® 
or tliey commence with the usuid verse in praise ol God 
Viinu in the form uf the Boar, and end with the customary 
address to future kingSt about conitiuiing the grant, fpllmved 
by two of the usual bencdictive and imprecative verses, 
and the name of the engraver. ”3 

The jKiint to be noted i& that the Aihale inscription 
being an epigraph w^ritten by a [met, could not have the 
accuracy of an inscriptioni ordered to be engraved under the 
royal seaL We see, moreover, the inaccuracy of the geographi¬ 
cal and chronological parts of the inscription. The course of 
Pulakeii''s coiujtjeslS ns given in the Aihole iitspription ne^st 
deserves to he studied. The first enemies whom Piilakesi 
encountered were .Vppayika and Govinda:, north of the 
River BhTmaraihi (verso 17). From tliere Putake^i came 
southwards to Van a va si which lie besieged. This city was 
oil the \ aradn (verse IS)- Then lie came to the extreme 
south on the west cci^st—to the territory of the Alupas, viz.. 
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Alvakhedn Six Thousand—'wliich was partly on the Western 
Ghants and partly in Tnlnva, He broiifibt under Ins 
iriBiieitce the Gangas and the Alupas. Then he turned 
nurtliwards again and destroyed a maritime city called Puri 
(verse 21). From here Piilakesi ts represented as having 
gone directly to the land of llie Latas, the Jlalavas and 
Gurjaras, who became his allies (verse 22). Then is intro¬ 
duced Ihe defeat of Harsn. The order of events here set 
forth is ntiintelligiblc. W'e are to assume that Pulake^i was 
firmly established at Badami when he issued Ids Haida- 
rahad grant. This Badsmi is near the Malnpnibha river, 
a branch of the KriSna, in the Kidadgi Dislrict, now 
called the Bijapnr District in the province of Bombay. 
It is taken for granted that Pulake4i started from his capital 
Badami. In that case, according to the .■^ilmle iiiscriptton, 
he went almost in a westerly direction, for the territory of the 
two persons Appayika and Govinda, whom he encountered ut 
the beginning of his campaign, was near the Kiver Blumarathi, 
Tilts is the name given to the River Bhima which joins the 
Krisoa. Then he suddenly turns in a south-westerly direc¬ 
tion to the river Varada and onwards to the Alvakhcda, return¬ 
ing again to the north to subjugate Port, the maritime strong¬ 
hold of an unidentified enemy. All this is iifitenable if we 
once ftialiKe that by S^ika 535, Pijlakedin was already firmly 
established at Badami. “The rijyaljhiseka” nr coronation 
of Ptilakelin II took place on some dale, still remainhig to be 
exactlv determined, from Bbadrapuda Sukla I of Saka Samvat 
532 current, falling in 609 up to the Pnrivimanta Biiadmiiada 
Krishna 15, the new moon daj* of S. S. 533 current, falling in 
A.IJ, 610 ; and it may prokibly be safely placed somewhere in 
the latter part of A.D. 609.“' If Pulakefil was indeed crowned 
king in A-D. 609 or thereabouts, it Is evident that all the 
surrounding country was completely within bis sway by the 
time he was crowned. And any wandering of his from the 
capital westwards, and thence southwards, turiiiiiE afterwards 
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lo the north, «-Uhm hi3 o^vli dominions, would 

,^.,erous. If ^vo sny thnt Pukk«i was 

lerrilories, it would be going against the tenor of ^ 

Haidarabsid grant which says that that grant \vas issued 

J yca-f 1- co,n..n<™,, ,..d Ih.. .1 . —njJ 

cle..1v «u.tld tl..l P..liikrfi ^...6. 1'“^ t 

d*'; i,.C n. »ll ™.Mion,d h. .... Aih.^. “ 

the Haidnrsibiid grant is to be accepted an ■ ^ ^ 

reason to doubt its identity^ Pulakcii began Ins wars from ^ 
third vear of his reign, f-.. A.l). 612. The Arht^ 
is dat^d A,D. 634 and if >ve are to beheve ^ 

narrated in it arc in any geographicsl and cbroiio g _ * ^ 

„e are to assume that Pulakeii went on fighting from 6 2 
A,IX tiu 634 A.D. This assump lion would fit ^ 

his position as Parattieivara nor with status of ^ 

kingdoms which Jt is hard to believe, required st^h a long 
time to be subjugated! Therefore we conclude iba 
(n) the AihoSe inscription of 634 A.lX is not 
record of I’nlakelt’s victories and especially of hiS victor} o%e 

that tlie geographical and chronological order of con^ 

cuesls as given in it cannot be relied upon : and 
^ (c) that it is more or less a geimral re.sumfi of the con¬ 
quests of Pulakcfii written by bis conrt poet, . , . 

Having failed to secure any clue as regards the date ol 
the great victorv which Pulake^i won over llar&i from the 
Aihole inscription, we fall back " "" "" 

the Haidatabad grant dated kika 335 (6 . . -)- ^ 

dence of this epigmph b in perfect harmony «'J 
mony of Huien Tsiang. The Hnidarabad grant is a p oo of 
what the Chinese pilgrim has told ns of the 

of Harsuvardhana. As has been already pointed out. Hmcn 
Tsiang represents Harsa as fighting with his enemies dtirmg 
the first six years of his reign. Now-, f /jf* 

Fleet in placing the date of accession f 

Har^a went pn fighting, according to Hmen Ti-iang, 612 
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A-D,* and In 612 A.D* Hiufo met hJ55 greatest enemy. For 
in that year, as we have seen, PuJsikesi beat a king whet liad 
applied himself to the contest of a hundred batUcs—a king whp 
could be no other than the monarch who had just finished 
conquering the Five Indies, and was tilmost planning a Dig- 
Vijaya, when he met with a crushing defeats 612 A.D.^ there- 
fore^ is the date ^vhen PulakeSi defeated Har&. It is based 
on the Haidarabid grant o( Pulakesi and it marksi ej?aclly six 
years of warfare which^ according to Huien Tsiang, Harfe 
undertook after his coronation* It was just the year when 
Haria, failed in his attempts at a world conquest, laid down 
his arms, wise as he was, and guided by the deep inHuence of 
Huddhism, as well as by the affectionate counsel of his sister, 
Rajyasri, remained contented ivtih the conquest of the Five 
Indies, and inaugurated a long reSgn of peace and prosperity. 
This explains to ns why he held so many quinqneumal assem¬ 
blies of learned Buddhists in the course of thirty years of his 
reign ; ttnd why he never thought of conquering the south of 
India which was almost completely within the influence of his 
great western Chalukya adversary, Pulake§in 11. 
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